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An interim report will be presented to the
U.S.-Mexico High Level Contact Group on
Drugs during its next meeting in June.

12. Employing High Technology
Mexico eradicated more drug crops than

any other country in the world in 1995. The
United States, likewise, has pursued a nation-
wide eradication effort. Technical exchanges,
in such areas as use of high technology and
environmental protection, will benefit the
eradication programs of both countries.

The ONDCP will coordinate an inter-
departmental study on these issues. The
study will be conducted in conjunction with
the Government of Mexico. The Depart-
ments of Defense and State, and other rel-
evant U.S. agencies will participate in this
study.

Specific recommendations will be submit-
ted to the U.S.-Mexico High Level Contact
Group on Drugs within 180 days.

13. Summarizing Success
The Director of the Office of National

Drug Control Policy is directed to submit a
review of the results of cooperative U.S.-
Mexico efforts against drug production and
trafficking to the President’s Council on
Counter-Narcotics, prior to December 31,
1996.

This memorandum shall be published in
the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:46 a.m., April 9, 1996]

NOTE: This memorandum was published in the
Federal Register on April 10.

Proclamation 6881—National Child
Abuse Prevention Month, 1996
April 8, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
America is a country of many blessings—

a rich land, a thriving democracy, a diverse
and determined people. Our culture is built
on faith in freedom and on the spirit of com-
munity. In a Nation of such infinite promise,
the continuing problem of child abuse is a

national tragedy. When any American child
experiences the horrors of physical or emo-
tional abuse, the future of our Nation also
suffers. We must always remember that to-
day’s children will be tomorrow’s leaders,
educators, and parents, and we must help
them to look forward with hope and enthu-
siasm to the future.

My Administration is working hard to
make this country a better place for all our
children. Although domestic violence and
child abuse are primarily matters for State
and local authorities, we have taken signifi-
cant steps at the Federal level to prevent the
conditions that can lead to abuse. Both the
National Child Protection Act of 1993 and
the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforce-
ment Act of 1994 contain provisions that help
communities identify offenders who may
pose a threat to children’s well-being.

In addition, our Family Preservation and
Family Support Services were designed to
give parents the tools they need to keep their
families intact and raise healthy, happy chil-
dren. These include parenting classes, pro-
grams that send a visitor to the homes of first-
time parents to provide support and guid-
ance, and early developmental screening of
children. Bipartisan support for this initia-
tive—the first Federal investment in child
welfare protection in more than a decade—
has enabled States to use resources flexibly
and creatively to strengthen families and
work to reduce child abuse.

But government alone cannot end mis-
treatment. Social service agencies, schools,
religious organizations, law enforcement
agencies, businesses, and concerned citizens
are all working to help children live up to
their full potential. These efforts to provide
loving and protective environments for our
Nation’s children exemplify the finest tradi-
tions of service and compassion. This month
and throughout the year, let us each do ev-
erything we can to strengthen families and
ease the pain of abused children. Together,
we can make an investment in the future by
putting the needs of our most precious and
vulnerable citizens first.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
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States, do hereby proclaim April 1996, as Na-
tional Child Abuse Prevention Month. I call
upon all Americans to observe this month
with appropriate ceremonies, programs, and
activities that raise awareness of the need to
help our children lead happy, productive
lives.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighth day of April, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
six, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
tieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:07 a.m., April 9, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 10.

Remarks on Signing the Line Item
Veto Act and an Exchange With
Reporters
April 9, 1996

The President. Good morning. I want to
welcome Senator Nickles and Congressmen
Cardin, Spratt, Goss, and Solomon here;
Governor Romer; Ed Lupberger, the chair-
man of the United States Chamber of Com-
merce; Marne Obernauer, the vice chairman
of the American Business Conference; David
Keating, the CEO of the National Taxpayers
Union; Al From, from the Democratic Lead-
ership Council; and Fred Greenstein, a dis-
tinguished Presidential historian from
Princeton who has also supported the bill I
am signing today.

It gives me great pleasure today to sign
into law the line item veto. This is a biparti-
san achievement that has been long sought
by Presidents, long supported by Members
of Congress and by Governors. It will help
us to cut waste and to balance the budget.

For years, Presidents of both parties have
pounded this very desk in frustration at hav-
ing to sign necessary legislation that con-
tained special interest boondoggles, tax loop-
holes, and pure pork. The line item veto will
give us a chance to change that, to permit
Presidents to better represent the public in-

terest by cutting waste, protecting taxpayers,
and balancing the budget.

We all know that this is needed because
too often, as vital bills move through Con-
gress, they can become clogged with items
that would never pass on their own. Presi-
dents often have no choice but to sign these
bills because of their main purpose. This new
law will give the President the power to can-
cel specific spending items and specific tax
loopholes that benefit special interests.
These proposals can then be debated and
subject to an open vote on the floor of Con-
gress. A fresh air of public accountability will
blow through the Federal budget.

This law gives the President tools to cut
wasteful spending, and even more important,
it empowers our citizens, for the exercise of
this veto or even the possibility of its exercise
will throw a spotlight of public scrutiny onto
the darkest corners of the Federal budget.

I have advocated the line item veto for a
long time. When I was Governor, I used it,
and it helped us to balance 12 budgets in
a row. Forty-three of our 50 Governors have
the line item veto. Governor Romer is with
us because so many of the Nation’s Gov-
ernors have supported this measure for so
long. The line item veto will help us to bring
common sense to our Nation’s Capital, just
as it has to State capitals all across America.

Let me say, I am particularly pleased that
this measure received support from both par-
ties, working together for the public good.
That’s the way we should meet all of our chal-
lenges in America, and it’s the only way we
can balance the budget in the right way.

I am very proud that we have cut the defi-
cit in half since I took office. The line item
veto will help the President cut the budget
deficit even further. But we have to pass a
7-year balanced budget and to do it in a way
that reflects our fundamental values. The
Congress and the executive branch have now
identified over $700 billion of savings com-
mon to both plans. That is more than enough
to balance the budget and have a modest tax
cut.

So I hope that we can do what we did
with the line item veto: work together and
pass a good balanced budget plan. That will
bring these interest rates down; it will reas-
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